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A Note on the Sources 


The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 


available. Every technical 
effort possible has been — 
made to ensure legibility. 
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any part of this film is prohibited. pee 
In lieu of transcripts, however, a 
enlarged photocopies of selected oo 
items contained on. these reels. oe 
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WEST ORANGE LABORATORY RECORDS 
ACCOUNTS 


These books contain records of experimental and operating costs, 
Edison’s royalties and investments, and other personal and business accounts. 
There is material relating to Edison companies, laboratory suppliers, and 
various business operations. Also included are entries pertaining to Ft. Myers 
and Glenmont. 


Fifteen books containing experimental accounts, records of royalties, and 
details of operating expenses have been filmed. Included are three ledgers of 
summary accounts, four journals detailing daily transactions, seven books 
summarizing labor and other expenses, and an investment ledger recording 
stocks, bonds, and mortgages. 


The following items have not been filmed: eight receiving books (1888- 
1898) listing items received, their costs, and company of origin; seven cash 
books (1887-1901); two subledgers (1890-1896) of accounts payable and 
receivable; three books (1888-1896) containing abstracts of materials and lists 
of suppliers; and three books (1890-1894) relating to distribution of materials. 
Also not filmed is a set of eighteen invoice books (1882-1901) consisting of 
letterpress copies of invoices pertaining to work done at the New York and 
West Orange laboratories. For the most part, this material duplicates 
information found in the journals and ledgers. 











Ledger #5 


This ledger covers the period January 1888-June 1890. It contains cost accounts for the experiments performed 
at the laboratory. There are also accounts pertaining to Edison's royalties, his companies and business 
operations, laboratory suppliers, Ft. Myers, and Glenmont. 


Ledger #6 


This ledger covers the period June 1890-December 1896. It contains accounts pertaining to Edison’s royalties, 
his companies and business operations, laboratory suppliers, Ft. Myers, and Glenmont. Unlike the other 
laboratory ledgers, experimental cost accounts for this period are located in a "labor and material” sub-ledger, 
while stock and bond accounts are in a "sundry investments” sub-ledger. 


Labor and Material Subledger #6 


This sub-ledger covers the period June 1890-December 1896. It consists of cost accounts for the various 
experiments performed at the laboratory, 


Sundry Investment Subledger #6 
This sub-ledger covers the period June 1890-December 1896. It consists of stock and bond accounts. 
Ledger #7 
This ledger covers the period January 1897-December 1901, with scattered entries from 1902 and 1903. It 
contains cost accounts for the various experiments performed at the laboratory. There are also accounts 
pertaining to Edison’s royalties, his companies and business operations, laboratory suppliers, Ft. Myers, and 
Glenmont. 


Journal #5 


This journal covers the period January 1888-June 1890. The daily account entries provide detailed information 
about income and expenditures for the New York, West Orange, and Ft, Myers laboratories; Glenmont; and 
various Edison business operations. 


Journal #6 


This journal covers the period June 1890-March 1892. The daily account entries provide detailed information 
about income and expenditures for the West Orange and Ft. Myers laboratories, Glenmont, and various 
Edison business operations, 


Journal #7 


This journal covers the period March 1892-April 1895. The daily account entries provide detailed information 
about income and expenditures for the West Orange and Ft. Myers laboratories, Glenmont, and various 
Edison business operations. 


Journal #8 
This journal covers the period April 1895-June 1902. The daily account entries provide detailed information 


about income and expenditures for the West Orange and Ft. Myers laboratories, Glenmont, and various 
Edison business operations. 




















Abstract of Expenses #6 


This book covers the period June 1890-June 1891. It contains a monthly breakdown of labor, material, and 
overhead costs among experimental projects and other laboratory accounts. The companies to which accounts 
were charged are sometimes indicated. 


Abstract of Expenses #7 & #9 

This book covers the periods July 1891-December 1892 and October 1895-January 1896. It contains a monthly 
breakdown of labor, material, and overhead costs among experimentalprojects and other laboratory accounts. 
The companies to which accounts were charged are sometimes indicated. 

Abstract of Expenses #8 
This book covers the period January 1893-August 1895. It contains a monthly breakdown of labor, material, 
and overhead costs among experimental projects and other laboratory accounts. The companies to which 
accounts were charged are sometimes indicated. 

Distribution of Labor #6 
This book covers the period June 1890-July 1891. It provides weekly compilations of the laboratory payroll, 
listing the hours and pay for all employees and detailing how their labor was charged to individual 
experimental projects and other laboratory accounts. 

Distribution of Labor #7 
This book covers the period July 1891-July 1893. It provides weekly compilations of the laboratory payroll, 
listing the hours and pay for all employees and detailing how their labor was charged to individual 
experimental projects and other laboratory accounts. 

Distribution of Labor #8 
This book covers the period August 1893-January 1896. It provides weekly compilations of the laboratory 


payroll, listing the hours and pay for all employees and detailing how their labor was charged to individual 
experimental projects and other laboratory accounts. 
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Ledger #5 


This ledger covers the period January 1888-June 1890. It contains cost 
accounts for the experiments performed at the laboratory. There are also 
accounts pertaining to Edison’s royalties, his companies and business 
operations, laboratory suppliers, Ft. Myers, and Glenmont. The book contains 
912 numbered pages and an index. The spine is stamped "Ledger No. 5. 
Laboratory T. A. Edison Orange, N.J." It is labeled "7" and "Thomas A. 
Edison Laboratory General Ledger No. 5 January 1888 to June 1890." 


Blank pages not filmed: 2-5, 96-97, 212-213, 216-217, 224-425, 582-671, 
878-912. 


This book has been filmed at a reduction ratio of 16:1. 
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Ledger #6 


This ledger covers the period June 1890-December 1896. It contains 
accounts pertaining to Edison’s royalties, his companies and business 
operations, laboratory suppliers, Ft. Myers, and Glenmont. Unlike the other 
laboratory ledgers, experimental cost accounts for this period are located in a 
“labor and material" sub-ledger, while stock and bond accounts are in a "sundry 
investments" sub-ledger. The book contains 320 numbered pages and an index. 
The spine is stamped "General Ledger. No. 6. Laboratory T.A. Edison, 
Orange, N.J." It is labeled "9" and "June 1, 1890 to Dec. 31, 1896." 


Blank pages not filmed: 192-239, 278-320. 


This book has been filmed at a reduction ratio of 16:1. 
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Labor and Material Subledger #6 


This sub-ledger covers the period June 1890-December 1896. It consists 
of cost accounts for the various experiments performed at the laboratory. The 
book contains 453 numbered pages and an index. The spine is stamped "Labor 
& Material Sub-Ledger. No. 6. Laboratory T. A. Edison, Orange, N.J." It is 
labeled "9*" and "June 1890 to Jany 1896." 


Blank pages not filmed: 90-97, 104-225. 


This book has been filmed at a reduction ratio of 16:1. 
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A Note on the Sources 


The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 
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